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The Initial Court Hearing
Important points to note

•
•
•
•
•

Dress smartly
Arrive 15 minutes prior to court
Make us aware asap of any holidays or dates when you’ll be unavailable
Be aware that ‘waiting times’ in court may vary and are unpredictable
In more serious cases we advise that you do not drive to court

1. Assessing your options
Thank you for putting your trust in Scullion Criminal LAW.
Accepting guilt is not always as straight forward as it seems.
Our award winning team of determined, defence lawyers, will do everything we can to
make court procedure less stressful and get you the result you need.
You may accept responsibility for some, part of or indeed all allegations against you but
that doesn’t mean you need to accept the consequences of every charge against you.
We have the confidence, experience,
sophistication and expertise required to
negotiate the best possible pleas with
the Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal
Service (COPFS).
By this stage we will have discussed with
you in depth, what we believe to be the
most effective route to take in order to
protect you. We have the legal
knowledge in court to guide you through
the process with confidence and will be
by your side, answering any questions you have along the way.
If at any stage anything is unclear with the proceedings of your case just ask us. Client
Care is at the core of everything we do. We pride ourselves on clear communication.

2. Preparing your case
We understand that every case is ‘unique’ that is why we offer a ‘bespoke’ service which
is tailored to your specific needs. We will communicate in a way that suits you and do
everything we can to minimise the disruption to your life, from the situation you are in.
By this point, we will have taken detailed notes at our initial meeting of your personal
information including family circumstances, your job and income to help us confidently
prepare your defence. These details will help us to demonstrate the consequences any
sentence will have on your life.
We will use our expertise to identify the most recent and relevant caselaw and sentencing
guidance to combine with the information you have provided, to create a comprehensive
and bespoke plea in mitigation that will persuade the court to show compassion when
dealing with your case in the hope they will be lenient with your sentence.
We are confident in our ability to get the best result for you but it is important that you
help us achieve our goal by providing character references or letters from your
employer to explain the impact the court proceedings could have on your life. This will
really help your defence case for example: if you were to receive unpaid work, you may
not be able to work the hours you require to work for your employer.
Please call us immediately if you have any queries and let us know of any dates you
are likely to be on holiday or unavailable so we can inform the court in advance.

3. Attending Court
When attending court for your initial hearing, please arrive 15 minutes early and dress
smartly to create a good impression. On arrival please check in at the main reception.
You will then be advised what courtroom your case has been allocated to.
Thereafter, please wait outside or have a seat in the
public gallery of the allocated court. If you are attending
a smaller court with no reception simply have a seat in
the public gallery.
If you have not already met by this point, your allocated
defence lawyer from Scullion Criminal LAW will identify
themselves to you and confirm your instructions prior to
the calling of your case.
Please be aware, the wait prior to your case being called is unpredictable. Although
the hearing itself is relatively short there may be a large volume of cases calling before
you. We will do all we can to manage your expectations - but your patience is appreciated.

4. The Court Hearing
Below is a simple overview of the courtroom to help you understand the basic layout inside.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Dock
Witness Box
Sheriff or JP
Defence
Procurator Fiscal
Jury seating area

When your case calls the clerk will call your name in the open court.
At this point you must walk from the public gallery into the dock, stand and face the bench.
The court clerk will then confirm your name and often your address too. After you have
confirmed this sit down and keep facing the bench. Your lawyer at this stage will confirm
to the court that he/ she is representing you and will confirm your plea of guilty.
Once the court have recorded your plea the Sheriff/Justice of the Peace (JP) will ask you
to stand and confirm that you are pleading guilty.
Having confirmed your plea, sit down and let us take care of things.
After the COPFS depute has given the court a narration of their facts, we will give a
comprehensive and bespoke plea in mitigation (this is an opportunity for us to provide
information to the court to support your case when they are deciding on the appropriate
sentence. As part of this, we will explain why you committed the offence and tell the court
about your background and personal circumstances to persuade them to be as lenient/
compassionate as possible).
The Sheriff/Justice of the Peace will then ask you to stand and will confirm the sentence.
In serious cases the Sheriff / Justice of the Peace may call for social enquiry
reports to ascertain more information about your background and consider all
sentencing options. If reports are requested, you will be required to return to court
at a later date for sentencing

5. Bail & Court Orders
In the majority of cases the court will declare that you are to be “ordained” which simply
means that the court orders you to attend court on a set date.
We will inform the court of your holidays and times you are unavailable at the start of
proceedings but please be aware they cannot always accommodate us - most timings
are in their hands and as you can imagine - every case is a priority for them.
In more serious cases the court may wish to serve you with a ‘bail order’.
This is a document that states you have been granted freedom throughout the duration
of your case provided you adhere strictly to certain conditions which can include:
•
•
•
•

That you attend court on the date and times requested.
That you do not commit any criminal offence.
That you do not interfere with witnesses.
That you comply with the preparation of social work reports if requested.

It is important to note that any breach of a bail order is a criminal offence and will
result in prosecution…

6. Deferred Sentences
If sentence has been deferred for the ‘preparation of social work reports’ you must
comply with the Social Work Department in the preparation of these reports.
The social work department will arrange to have a personal meeting with you after which
they will compile the report for the court. Please be as cooperative with them as possible.
When the court calls for these reports it is because they want to know more about your
background if they are considering a more severe sentence. This could include the
imposition of a supervision order, an unpaid work order or even a custodial sentence.
The content of the report may affect the sentence imposed therefore it is imperative
that you present yourself properly to the social work department and express your
remorse. Explain your clear understanding of how the offence committed could or has
affected others and that you have learned greatly from the experience and are very sorry.
The reports will be made available to both the court and your lawyer on the morning of
the deferred sentence. When you arrive at court we will take you through this report
in detail – that is why we kindly ask you to arrive at least 15 minutes early, thanks.
When your case calls, the court clerk will identify you, and the court will hear a narration
of the facts from the COPFS depute (if this hasn’t been given at the initial hearing).
Thereafter we will give a comprehensive and bespoke plea in mitigation, using the
positive aspects of the reports, to persuade the court to be as lenient as possible with
you. The Sheriff/Justice of the peace will then ask you to stand and will confirm sentence.

Testimonials from satisfied clients
Please have a look on our website.

Ms Mcgrath: I thank you so much for everything that you did for me at the court! You did
a fantastic job and are the very best within your profession. It was great to have met you
and my family and I are so happy this nightmare is over. We will definitely be
recommending your services to others."
Michael S: Mr Stark Just a few words to thank you for your representation at my Court
case. My family and I are so grateful with the outcome. I have now started my probation
order and keeping in touch with my addiction social worker and will soon be attending
AA. Many thanks once again.”

Ryan McC: Excellent result today thanks to Jason Stark at Hamilton highly
recommended thanks again.
Robert T: I would like to express my sincere thanks and gratitude for the professionalism
and support you and your colleagues extended to us during a very traumatic time.
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